STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

Commercial board

Meeting MINUTES

January 19, 2017
The regular meeting of the Commercial Board was called to order by the Chairman, Lee Mallet, on Thursday, January 19, 2017 at 9:33 a.m. at 2525 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
Members of the Board present:
Lee Mallett, Chairman

William J. Clouatre, Vice Chairman


Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux

N.R. “Noah” Broussard

Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr.

Courtney Fenet, Jr.

August Gallo, Jr.

Danny R. Graham


Kenneth Jones

Donald G. Lambert

Garland Meredith

Christopher N. Stuart
Byron Talbot
Victor Weston, Vice Chairman

Member Jaclyn S. Hotard was absent. Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.
Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Larry Bankston, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Leann Evans, Nathan Rawls, Brent Templet, Doug Traylor, Emma Payne, Elaine Riggins, Lowana Cola, Monica Davis, Morgan Etienne and John Dixon; Compliance Director, Brad Hassert; Compliance Investigators, Charmel Peterson, Bobbie Hughes, Frank Vaughn, Dylan Bourg and Carl Bourque; and Tarah Revette recording the minutes. 
Mr. Weston led the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Judge Darrell White gave the invocation, introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.

Mr. Lambert made a motion to accept the Minutes of the December 15, 2016 regular meeting. Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.
NEW BUSINESS
C. 
JUDGMENTS:
1.
Dirt Worx of Louisiana, LLC, Kenner, Louisiana –  La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, 2158(A)(8) and (A)(9), 2156.1(D)(1) and Section 115 of the Board’s Rules and Regulations

Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. Mr. Bankston entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Ms. Dupuy gave a verbal report to the Board that a payment plan between Dirt Worx of Louisiana LLC and Southern Pipe & Supply Company, Inc. was agreed to on January 18, 2017.  Mr. Gallo made a motion to approve the payment plan with the provision that if, the company does not to comply with the terms of the payment plan, the license will be automatically revoked by staff. Mr. Fenet seconded. The motion passed.
2.
Green Leaf Custom Homes, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana –  La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, 2158(A)(8) and (A)(9), 2156.1(D)(1) and Section 115 of the Board’s Rules and Regulations

This matter was removed from the agenda.
3.
Harris Builders, LLC, Marrero, Louisiana –  La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, 2158(A)(8) and (A)(9), 2156.1(D)(1) and Section 115 of the Board’s Rules and Regulations

This matter was deferred. This matter was resumed after agenda item C. 4. was heard. Mr. Talbot recused himself from this matter. Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. Attorney Michael Bell and Lloyd Harris were present on behalf of HARRIS BUILDERS, LLC. Mr. Harris was sworn in. Richard Cancienne was present on behalf of Cancienne Plumbing, Inc. and was sworn in. Mr. Bankston entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Bell gave a statement. Mr. Clouatre made a motion for HARRIS BUILDERS, LLC to satisfy the judgment in full or to enter into a payment plan agreed to with the creditor within 30 days, failure to enter into a payment plan or failure to comply with the terms of the payment plan will result in an automatic revocation of the company’s licenses. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
4.
John’s Contractor Service, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana –  La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, 2158(A)(8) and (A)(9), 2156.1(D)(1) and Section 115 of the Board’s Rules and Regulations

Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. John Stevens was present on behalf of JOHNS’ CONTRACTOR SERVICE, LLC. Charles Beasley and Attorney Jimmy Castex were present on behalf of the creditor. Mr. Stevens and Mr. Beasley were sworn in. Mr. Castex provided testimony to the board regarding the judgment. Mr. Stevens gave a statement. Mr. Talbot made a motion for JOHN’S CONTRACTOR SERVICE, LLC to satisfy the judgment in full or to enter into a payment plan agreed to with the creditor within 30 days, failure to enter into a payment plan or failure to comply with the terms of the payment plan will result in an automatic revocation of the company’s license. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
D.
Compliance HearingS: 
1. Lemual Vernon Arrant, Pollock, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by LEMUAL VERNON ARRANT. Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Graham seconded. The motion passed.
2. Mertens Plumbing Service and Repair, LLC, Pollock, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by MERTENS PLUMBING SERVICE AND REPAIR, LLC. Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Meredith seconded. The motion passed.  
3. Matters 3a – 3c were consolidated.

a)
BEC Development, LLC, Metairie, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations. Daniel Craven was present on behalf of BEC DEVELOPMENT, LLC and was sworn in. Mr. Craven entered a no contest plea. Mr. Meredith made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Craven gave a statement. Mr. Talbot made a motion to assess a $1000 fine plus $500 administrative costs. Mr. Meredith seconded. The motion passed.
b)
Matthew Gattuso d/b/a Gattuso Construction, Metairie, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations. Matthew Gattuso was present on behalf of MATTHEW GATTUSO D/B/A GATTUSO CONSTRUCTION and was sworn in. Mr. Gattuso entered a no contest plea. Mr. Meredith made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Graham seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Gattuso gave a statement. Mr. Talbot made a motion to assess a $3000 fine plus $500 in administrative costs and to allow the fine to be reduced to $1000 plus $500 administrative costs if the company obtains a proper license within 60 days. Mr. Meredith seconded. The motion passed.
c)
Berrones Remodeling, LLC, Metairie, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)
This matter was continued.
4. a)
4940 Groom Road, LLC, Harvey, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1).
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by 4940 GROOM ROAD, LLC. Mr. Meredith made a motion to reject the settlement offer as presented. Mr. Graham seconded. The motion passed. 
b)
Raul Sanchez d/b/a R & G Services, Ponchatoula, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations. Raul Sanchez was present on behalf of RAUL SANCHEZ D/B/A R & G SERVICES and was sworn in. Mr. Sanchez entered a denial plea. Investigator Bobbie Hughes was called to the stand and was sworn in. Ms. Hughes reviewed the exhibit packet and provided testimony to the board. Mr. Bankston entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Sanchez questioned Ms. Hughes and gave a statement to the board. Mr. Stuart made a motion to dismiss this matter. Mr. Gallo seconded. After discussion amongst the board members, the final vote was called and the motion passed.
5. Anthony Minor’s plumbing, LLC, Lake Charles, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by ANTHONY MINOR’S PLUMBING, LLC. Mr. Lambert made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.  
6. George Toussaint Temple, Jr., New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2158(A)(3)(9) and Rules and Regulations of the Board Sec. 115C.
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations. GEORGE TOUSSAINT TEMPLE, JR. was present and was sworn in. Compliance Supervisor Nathan Rawls was called the stand and was sworn in. Mr. Rawls provided testimony to the board. Mr. Temple entered a no contest plea. Mr. Jones made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Meredith seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Temple gave a statement and entered documents into evidence. The documents were admitted. Mr. Rawls provided additional testimony. Investigator Dylan Bourg was called to the stand and was sworn in. Mr. Bourg provided testimony to the board. Mr. Meredith made a motion to suspend the qualifying party status for George Toussaint Temple for 90 days then Mr. Temple will come back before the board to review his qualifying party status as well as show proof that the judgment has been satisfied. Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed. 
E. STATUTORY CITATIONS R.S. 37:21621:

Ms. Evans presented the statutory citation. Mr. Dupuy made a motion to accept the statutory citations as presented. Mr. Weston seconded. The motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS

F. COMPLIANCE HEARINGS/CONTINUANCES:

1.
Enterprise Restoration Services, LLC, Mandeville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A); 37:2185(A)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations. John Trey Adams was present on behalf of ENTERPRISE RESTORATION SERVICES, LLC and was sworn in. Mr. Adams entered a no contest plea. Mr. Jones made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Meredith seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Adams gave a statement and presented a settlement offer to the board. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed. 
2.
Slate Specialties, LLC, Alexandria, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(3) and Rules and Regulations Section 101
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations. William Anderson was present on behalf of SLATE SPECIALTIES, LLC and was sworn in. Mr. Anderson entered a denial plea. Investigator Frank Vaughn was called to the stand and was sworn in. Mr. Vaughn reviewed the exhibit packet and provided testimony to the board. Mr. Bankston entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Anderson gave a statement and entered documents into evidence. The documents were admitted. Mr. Graham made a motion to find SLATE SPECIALTIES, LLC to be in violation. Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Graham made a motion to assess a $1000 fine plus $500 in administrative costs allowing that if the company does not comply with providing the required documents requested by the board within 30 days the company’s license will automatically be revoked. Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed.
G.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1.
Report from the Staff – Ms. Dupuy reported to the board regarding the volume of applications received after the flood in August. Ms. Dupuy also gave a report regarding the number of visits to the agency’s website following the flood in August.

2.
Building Committee – Mr. Graham gave a report regarding the progress on the agency’s new building project.

3.
Classification and Testing Committee – Mr. Gallo stated that the report will be given at a later time.

4.
Legislative/Rules and Regulations Committee – Mr. Fenet had no new report.

5.
Finance Committee – Mr. Dupuy made a motion to accept the December financial statement as presented. Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed.

6.
Residential Building Committee – Mr. Jones gave the report at a later time.
H.
Consideration of additional classifications for residential licenses, residential applications, home improvement registrations and residential licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda, and actions of the January 18, 2017 Residential Building Subcommittee. (Pages 4-15)
Mr. Jones made a motion to approve the additional classifications for residential licenses as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. Jones made a motion to approve the residential applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Fenet seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. Jones made a motion to approve the home improvement applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. Jones made a motion to approve the actions taken at the January 18, 2017 Residential Building Subcommittee meeting and Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
I.
Consideration of reciprocity and exemption requests as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 16-17)
Mr. Dupuy made a motion to approve the exemptions based on Reciprocity as listed on pages of the agenda, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. Dupuy made a motion to approve the Exemptions as listed on page of the agenda. Mr. Gallo seconded, and the motion passed.
J. 
Consideration of mold remediation application as listed and attached to the agenda. (Page 18)

Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the mold remediation application as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.

K.
Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 19-20)
Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the additional classifications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed.

L.
Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 21-30)
Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the commercial applications as listed on the agenda. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed. 

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Lambert made a motion to adjourn at 11: 08 a.m., and Mr. Weston seconded. The motion passed. 



________________________________________________




Lee Mallett, Chairman




_________________________________________________




Byron E. Talbot, Secretary
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